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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN A. LIEB, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Newark, in the
county of Essex and State of New Jersey,have
invented certain new and useful Improvéments
in Buttons; and I.dohereby declare the follow-
ing to bea full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to theaceom-
panying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
cuff or collar buttons in which the portion
thereof which is inserted through the button-
hole is pivoted to the shank to facilitate the

insertion fhereof,

Ia the accompanying sheet 0f drawings, in
which similar letters of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in each of the
views, Figure 1 is a side elevation of my im-
proved button. Fig. 2 is a similar view in
which the pivoted portion is turned ready for
Fig. 3is a
front elevation of the button as shown in Fig,
2. TFig. 4 is a sectional view taken through =,
Fig. 7. Fig. b is a section taken through «/,
Fig. 7. Tigs. 6 and 8 are plan views of the
spring and under plate, respectively, of the
pivoted portion of the button; and Fig. 7 is a
top view of the pivoted portion shownin Fig,
5, baving the inclosing-shell removed. Fig.
9'is a perspective view of the loop shown in
Figs. 4 and 5. Fig. 10 is a view similar to
Fig. 7, illustrating a different arrangement
and construction of the spring. Fig.1lis a
sectional view taken through z, Fig.10. Fig,
12is a perspective view of the loop shown in
Figs. 10 and 11, and Fig. 13 illustrates a modi-
fied construction of the shank, -

In order that the button may be easily in-
serted into the button-hole, it is essential that
the pivoted portion when turned will lie flat
against the shank and extend out therefrom
in the same direction as shown in"Fig. 2. By
the construction employed in my button this
object is attained. :

A,in the views of the drawings,indicates the

-pivoted portion of the button; B, the shank,
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and C that portion of the button which is rig-
idly secured to the shank.

The shank and portion A are pivotally con-
nected together by a loop or link, a, which, as
shown in the drawings, is U-shaped and pro-
jects from the under side of the said portion A,
and passes around. the bar b of the shank, as
indicated in Figs. 4 and 5. The pivoted por-
tion consists of aninclosing-shell and an under
plate, &', which is perforated or slotted at a%
and through said perforations the link projects
up into the interior of the shell and engages
with a spring, S, arranged therein, which op-
erates through the link to press the flat top
of the shank against the plate «'.

Asshownin Figs. 4t07, inclusive, the spring
consists of a plate having a slot, §, therein,
the edges of which lie in the grooves a?, formed
in the edges of the loop when the parts are in
operative relation, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

Inlieu of theslotted spring-platea flatspring-

may be used, as indicated in Figs. 9 and 10,
which passes between -the extremities of the
loop and engages with the grooves ¢* in thein-
ner facing sides of said extremities of the loop.
As thus arranged,and as above mentioned, the
spring causes the loop to press the shank up
against the under plate, ¢, and by such press-
ure to resist any effort to turn the pivoted por-
tion from its normal position parallel with the
rigid portion C. By the application of suffi-
cient power to overcome the strength of the
spring the portion A may be turned to either
side of the shank, as indicated in IFig. 2.

Another construection of the pivoted portion
or face may be used instead of that described
above, in which the plate ¢’ is made of spring
metal and the curved plate formed from un-
yielding material, as will be understood.

To reduce the weight of the button and the
amount of metal in the shank, and also to form
the bar b integral with the body of the shank,
the center thereof is cut away at V', as shown
in Figs. 3 and 4, although, as will be evident,
the end of the shank may be slotted to receive
the loop, and also a pin may be ianserted across
the slot, as indieated in Fig. 13, to hold the
loop instead of the integrally-formed bar. The
loop may project either from the center of the
portion A or to either side of the center, and
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when thus arranged the shank is preferably
slightly curved or S-shaped.

When myimproved button is used asa cuff-
button, the pivoted portion becomes the shoe
or back plate; but when employed as a collar-
button said pivoted portion becomes the face
or head of the button.

Having thus described my invention, wbat
I claim is—

In a cuff or collar button, the combination,
with the shoe and a shank provided with a pin
or bar, b, therein, of a pivoted portion or face
consisting of a shell having a perforated back
plate, ', a U-shaped loop or coupling having
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slots ¢® therein aud projecting from the interior
of said shell through and out from the perfo-
rated plate «’ and around the bar or pin b, and
a spring, s, having a slot, §, arranged within
said shell and engaging with the recesses or
slots &* in the loop, for the purposes set forth.

In testimony that I elaim the invention set
forth above I have hereunto set my hand this
31st day of March, 1887.

JOHN A. LIEB.

Witnesses:
Frepx. F. CAMPBELL,
FrEDK. C. FRAENTZEL.
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